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Oct. 12: Government and rebel negotiators reconvened peace talks in Mexico City. Serving
as mediator in the talks is Alvaro de Soto, UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar's
representative. Rebel delegation members included Shafik Handal, Salvador Sanchez Ceron, Leonel
Gonzalez, and Joaquin Villalobos, while the government's negotiating team included Presidency
Minister Oscar Santamaria, Interior Minister Juan Martinez Varela, armed forces assistant chief of
staff Col. Mauricio Vargas, and the director and assistant director of the military school, Mauricio
Duque and Ricardo Castro, respectively. Villalobos told reporters that the rebels would submit
a proposal for an informal cease-fire aimed at achieving a suspension of hostilities during the
period in which a definitive end to the conflict is worked out. Oct. 13: De Soto told journalists that
the negotiating teams were reviewing point by point the agenda set out in the last meeting which
took place in New York. Oct. 14: Escorted by members of the UN observer mission in El Salvador
(ONUSAL), rebel commanders Raul Hercules and Jorge Melendez, Walter Funes, Hernan Eleno
Castro, Salvador Guerra, and Rogelio, Marcelo and Douglas German arrived in Mexico City to
participate as military advisers in a separate round table session on reaching a definitive cease-fire.
Santamaria said that the FMLN proposal for an "informal cease-fire" had not yet been presented
to the government delegation. He added that all debate would take place within the framework of
creating "conditions and guarantees for incorporation of the FMLN into political life," in a general
scheme which attempted to reduce violence. Col. Vargas asserted that any cease-fire proposal
would have to be considered within the framework established in the New York accord to ensure
that no "false steps be taken which might hold back" a definitive accord. Handal said a definitive
cease-fire is the final point on the agenda established by the New York accord. According to the
rebel leader, an informal truce should be seen as an effort to avoid further loss of life and damage
to the nation's economy within the framework of a long-term negotiations process. Handal said El
Salvador was divided between a "huge block in favor [of the peace process] and a powerful minority
which cannot admit publicly that they oppose the process" and seek to destabilize the negotiations.
Rebel commander Roberto Canas said that discussion had moved from purging the armed forces
to the institution's philosophy and principles in future military education. Oct. 15: Vice President
Francisco Merino said the government prefers to move directly toward establishment of a definitive
cease-fire and end to hostilities, rather than discussing the FMLN's truce proposal. (Basic data from
Notimex, 10/12/91, 10/13/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 10/12/91; AFP, 10/12-15/91; EFE, 10/12-14/91;
AP, 10/14/91; ACAN-EFE, 10/15/91)
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